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EZLN (“Zapatista”) Declaration of War, 1993 
 
TO THE PEOPLE OF MEXICO: 
MEXICAN BROTHERS AND SISTERS: 

We are a product of 500 years of struggle: first against slavery, then during the War of 
Independence against Spain led by insurgents, then to avoid being absorbed by North American 
imperialism, then to promulgate our constitution and expel the French empire from our soil, and 
later the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz denied us the just application of the Reform laws and the 
people rebelled and leaders like Villa and Zapata emerged, poor men just like us. We have been 
denied the most elemental preparation so they can use us as cannon fodder and pillage the wealth 
of our country. They don't care that we have nothing, absolutely nothing, not even a roof over our 
heads, no land, no work, no health care, no food nor education. Nor are we able to freely and 
democratically elect our political representatives, nor is there independence from foreigners, nor 
is there peace nor justice for ourselves and our children. 

But today, we say ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. 

We are the inheritors of the true builders of our nation. The dispossessed, we are millions and we 
thereby call upon our brothers and sisters to join this struggle as the only path, so that we will not 
die of hunger due to the insatiable ambition of a 70 year dictatorship led by a clique of traitors 
that represent the most conservative and sell-out groups. They are the same ones that opposed 
Hidalgo and Morelos, the same ones that betrayed Vicente Guerrero, the same ones that sold half 
our country to the foreign invader, the same ones that imported a European prince to rule our 
country, the same ones that formed the "scientific" Porfirsta dictatorship, the same ones that 
opposed the Petroleum Expropriation, the same ones that massacred the railroad workers in 1958 
and the students in 1968, the same ones the today take everything from us, absolutely everything. 

To prevent the continuation of the above and as our last hope, after having tried to utilize all 
legal means based on our Constitution, we go to our Constitution, to apply Article 39 which says: 

"National Sovereignty essentially and originally resides in the people. All political power 
emanates from the people and its purpose is to help the people. The people have, at all times, the 
inalienable right to alter or modify their form of government."  

Therefore, according to our constitution, we declare the following to the Mexican federal army, 
the pillar of the Mexican dictatorship that we suffer from, monopolized by a one-party system 
and led by Carlos Salinas de Gortari, the maximum and illegitimate federal executive that today 
holds power. 



According to this Declaration of War, we ask that other powers of the nation advocate to restore 
the legitimacy and the stability of the nation by overthrowing the dictator. 

We also ask that international organizations and the International Red Cross watch over and 
regulate our battles, so that our efforts are carried out while still protecting our civilian 
population. We declare now and always that we are subject to the Geneva Accord, forming the 
EZLN as our fighting arm of our liberation struggle. We have the Mexican people on our side, 
we have the beloved tri-colored flag highly respected by our insurgent fighters. We use black and 
red in our uniform as our symbol of our working people on strike. Our flag carries the following 
letters, "EZLN," Zapatista National Liberation Army, and we always carry our flag into combat. 

Beforehand, we refuse any effort to disgrace our just cause by accusing us of being drug 
traffickers, drug guerrillas, thieves, or other names that might by used by our enemies. Our 
struggle follows the constitution which is held high by its call for justice and equality. 

Therefore, according to this declaration of war, we give our military forces, the EZLN, the 
following orders: 

First: Advance to the capital of the country, overcoming the Mexican federal army, protecting in 
our advance the civilian population and permitting the people in the liberated area the right to 
freely and democratically elect their own administrative authorities. 

Second: Respect the lives of our prisoners and turn over all wounded to the International Red 
Cross. 

Third: Initiate summary judgments against all soldiers of the Mexican federal army and the 
political police that have received training or have been paid by foreigners, accused of being 
traitors to our country, and against all those that have repressed and treated badly the civil 
population and robbed or stolen from or attempted crimes against the good of the people. 

Fourth: Form new troops with all those Mexicans that show their interest in joining our struggle, 
including those that, being enemy soldiers, turn themselves in without having fought against us, 
and promise to take orders from the General Command of the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army. 

Fifth: We ask for the unconditional surrender of the enemy's headquarters before we begin any 
combat to avoid any loss of lives. 

Sixth: Suspend the robbery of our natural resources in the areas controlled by the EZLN. 

To the People of Mexico: We, the men and women, full and free, are conscious that the war that 
we have declared is our last resort, but also a just one. The dictators are applying an undeclared 
genocidal war against our people for many years. Therefore we ask for your participation, your 
decision to support this plan that struggles for work, land, housing, food, health care, education, 
independence, freedom, democracy, justice and peace. We declare that we will not stop fighting 



until the basic demands of our people have been met by forming a government of our country 
that is free and democratic. 

JOIN THE INSURGENT FORCES OF THE ZAPATISTA NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY. 

General Command of the EZLN, 1993 

 

Eva Duarte de Perón: History of Perónism, excerpts, 1951 

    The working class forces have triumphed, thanks to the humble, good men and the workers 

who saw in Perón not only the social reformer, but also the patriot, the man who brought security 

to the nation, the man who would fight so that when he retired the country would be bigger, 

happier, and more prosperous than when he found it. These men made the triumph of Perón 

possible. This is why we Argentines may enjoy our social justice, and our economic 

independence which grows greater every day, thanks to the patriotic effort and extraordinary 

vision of General Perón. We Argentines are proud of our sovereignty, and, as I said on the Ist of 

May: "When our flag parades along the roads of humanity, the men of the world remember their 

hope, like a lost sweetheart dressed in white and blue to show them the way to happiness." 

 

    This is why we, the Perónistas, may never forget the people; our heart must always be with the 

humble, the comrades, the poor, the dispossessed, for this is how to carry out best the doctrine of 

General Perón; and so that the poor, the humble, the working forces, and we ourselves, do not 

forget, we have pledged to be missionaries of Perón; to do this is to expand his doctrine, not only 

within our own country, but to offer it to the world as well, as a hope of the rewards always 

wished for by the working classes. . . . 

 



    General Perón has defeated both capitalism and communism. He has defeated capitalism by 

suppressing oligarchy, by fighting the economic forces, the Bembergs and the trusts. La Prensa, 

that capitalistic cancer, was not suppressed by Perón, but by the paperboys and the working 

force. But could the paperboys, the most humble workers of the country, have confronted the 

powerful paper, through a strike against a business that had so much support, especially from the 

outside, if there had been no justice, no government which would let them discuss freely and an 

an equal basis with their bosses. Before, the poor paperboys would have been machine gunned, 

drowning their hopes forever. 

 

    Perón has also defeated internal capitalism, through social economy, putting capital at the 

service of the economy, and not vice versa, which only gave the workers the right to die of 

hunger. The law of the funnel, as it is called, the wide part for the capitalists and the narrow part 

for the people 

 

    Perón suppressed imperialist action. Now we have economic independence. He knows well all 

the insults he will receive for committing the "crime" of defending the country. Some Argentines 

allied themselves with foreigners in order to slander him, because General Perón was the first to 

make foreign powers respect Argentina, and treat it as an equal. 

 

    General Perón took communism away from the masses, for justice and greater well-being 

replacing it with syndicalism, about which I would like to say a few words. 



 

    Syndicalism supports justice and Perón, but this does not mean that syndicalism participates in 

political action. It is simply a doctrine of social justice, and its creator, Perón, is now above all 

politics, because the Argentine syndicates (trade unions), by forming syndicalism, that is, by 

placing themselves within the doctrine of justice, are authentically representing their members; 

that which before was discussed with guns is no longer discussed; conquests are defended, which 

is very different. Syndicalism and the Argentine syndicates, within the doctrine of social justice, 

support Perón politically; they do not support parties or party candidates, because there will 

never be another Perón, despite his imitators, whose works are always disastrous. The working 

classes, by supporting Perón, support the leader of the Argentine workers and not the leader of 

any political party. Perón is the nation, Perón is work, and Perón is well-being 

From: Eva Duarte de Perón, Historia del Perónismo (Buenos Aires: Presidencia de la Nación, 
1951). This text is part of the Internet Modern History Sourcebook. 

 

Fidel Castro: Second Declaration of Havana, 1962. 

The Cuban Revolution of 1959 was a broadly based nationalist revolution against a corrupt 

government. It was a revolution faciltated by the long Cuban revolutionary tradition. [There had 

been major disturbances in the Ten Years' War (1868-1878), a failed attempt to break with Spain; 

during the war of independence that began in 1895 but which resulted only dependence on the 

U.S.; and the revolution of 1933, which tried to restore constitutional order and democracy.] In 

the 1933 events Fulgencio Batista, an army sergeant, emerged and he dominated Cuba for 

decades. Cuban nationalists, with some reason, blamed U.S. foreign policy for Cuba's problems. 

The revolution in 1959 was lead by Fidel Castro's. He apparently had the support of most Cubans 

in his broad based "provisional government". Castro turned to Cuban Communist Party for 



support in internal struggles. By 1962, after the US began to give "covert" assistance to Cuban 

exiles oppoing the revolution, Castro had adopted Marxism-Leninism as the ideology of the 

Cuban Revolution. This is can be seen in the Second Declaration of Havana, delivered on 

February 4, 1962. 

What is Cuba's history but that of Latin America? What is the history of Latin America but the 

history of Asia, Africa, and Oceania? And what is the history of all these peoples but the history 

of the cruelest exploitation of the world by imperialism? At the end of the last century and the 

beginning of the present, a handful of economically developed nations had divided the world 

among themselves subjecting two thirds of humanity to their economic and political domination 

Humanity was forced to work for the dominating classes of the group of nations which had a 

developed capitalist economy. The historic circumstances which permitted certain European 

countries and the United States of North America to attain a high industrial development level 

put them in a position which enabled them to subject and exploit the rest of the world. What 

motives lay behind this expansion of the industrial powers? Were they moral, "civilizing" 

reasons, as they claimed? No. Their motives were economic. The discovery of America sent the 

European conquerors across the seas to occupy and to exploit the lands and peoples of other 

continents; the lust for riches was the basic motivation for their conduct. America's discovery 

took place in the search for shorter ways to the Orient, whose products Europe valued highly. A 

new social class, the merchants and the producers of articles manufactured for commerce, arose 

from the feudal society of lords and serfs in the latter part of the Middle Ages. The lust for gold 

promoted the efforts of the new class. The lust for profit was the incentive of their behavior 

throughout its history. As industry and trade developed, the social influence of the new class 

grew. The new productive forces maturing in the midst of the feudal society increasingly clashed 



with feudalism and its serfdom, its laws, its institutions, its philosophy, its morals, its art, and its 

political ideology.... Since the end of the Second World War, the Latin American nations are 

becoming pauperized constantly. The value of their capita income falls. The dreadful percentages 

of child death rate do not decrease, the number of illiterates grows higher, the peoples lack 

employment, land, adequate housing, schools, hospitals, communication systems and the means 

of subsistence. On the other hand, North America investments exceed l0 billion dollars. Latin 

America, moreover, supplies cheap raw materials and pays high prices for manufactured articles. 

Like the first Spanish conquerors, who exchanged mirrors and trinkets with the Indians for silver 

and gold, so the United States trades with Latin America. To hold on to this torrent of wealth, to 

take greater possession of America's resources and to exploit its long-suffering peoples: this is 

what is hidden behind the military pacts, the military missions and Washington's diplomatic 

lobbying.... Wherever roads are closed to the peoples, where repression of workers and peasants 

is fierce, where the domination of Yankee monopolies is strong est, the first and most important 

lesson is to understand that it is neither just nor correct to divert the peoples with the vain and 

fanciful illusion that the dominant classes can be uprooted by legal means which do not and will 

not exist. The ruling classes are entrenched in all positions of state power. They monopolize the 

teaching field. They dominate all means of mass communication. They have infinite financial 

resources. Theirs is a power which the monopolies and the ruling few will defend by blood and 

fire with the strength of their police and their armies. The duty of every revolutionary is to make 

revolution. We know that in America and throughout the world the revolution will be victorious. 

But revolutionaries cannot sit in the doorways of their homes to watch the corpse of imperialism 

pass by. The role of Job does not behoove a revolutionary. Each year by which America's 

liberation may be hastened will mean millions of children rescued from death, millions of minds, 



freed for learning, infinitudes of sorrow spared the peoples. Even though the Yankee imperialists 

are preparing a bloodbath for America they will not succeed in drowning the people's struggle. 

They will evoke universal hatred against themselves. This will be the last act of their rapacious 

and cave-man system.... 

From Fidel Castro's Personal Revolution in Cuba: 1959-1973, by James Nelson Goodsell (New 
York: Knopf, 1975), pp. 264-268. This text is part of the Internet Modern History Sourcebook. 

 

John F. Kennedy: The Lesson of Cuba [Speech Delivered by President Kennedy before the 
American Society of Newspaper Editors at Washington, D.C., April 20, 1961] 

 

The President of a great democracy such as ours, and the editors of great newspapers such as 

yours, owe a common obligation to the people: an obligation to present the facts, to present them 

with candor, and to present them in perspective. It is with that obligation in mind that I have 

decided in the last 24 hours to discuss briefly at this time the recent events in Cuba.On that 

unhappy island, as in so many other areas of the contest for freedom, the news has grown worse 

instead of better. I have emphasized before that this was a struggle of Cuban patriots against a 

Cuban dictator. While we could not be expected to lend our sympathies, we made it repeatedly 

clear that the armed forces of this country would not intervene in any way. It is not the first time 

that Communist tanks have rolled over gallant men and women fighting to redeem the 

independence of their homeland. Nor is it by any means the final episode in the eternal struggle 

of liberty against tyranny, anywhere on the face of the globe, including Cuba itself. Mr. Castro 

has said that these were mercenaries. According to press reports, the final message to be relayed 

from the refugee forces on the beach came from the rebel commander when asked if he wished 

to be evacuated. His answer was: "I will never leave this country. "That is not the reply of a 

mercenary . .The Cuban people have not yet spoken their final piece, and I have no doubt that 



they and their Revolutionary Council, led by Dr. Míro Cardona and members of the families of 

the Revolutionary Council, I am informed by the Doctor yesterday, are involved themselves in 

the islands - will continue to speak up for a free and independent Cuba. Meanwhile we will not 

accept Mr. Castro's attempts to blame this Nation for the hatred with which his onetime 

supporters now regard his repression . But there are from this sobering episode useful lessons for 

all to learn. Some may be still obscure and await further information. Some are clear today. First, 

it is clear that the forces of communism are not to be underestimated; in Cuba or anywhere else 

in the world, The advantages of a police state - its use of mass terror and arrests to prevent the 

spread of free dissent - cannot be overlooked by those who expect the fall of every fanatic tyrant. 

. . .Secondly, it is clear that this Nation, in concert with all the free nations of this hemisphere, 

must take all even closer and more realistic look- at the menace of external Communist 

intervention and domination in Cuba. The American people arc not complacent about Iron 

Curtain tanks and planes less than 90 miles from our shores. . . .The evidence is clear-and the 

hour is late. We and our Latin friends will have to face the fact that we cannot postpone any 

longer the real issue of the survival of freedom in th Is hemisphere itself. . . .Third, and finally, it 

is clearer than ever that we face a relentless struggle in every corner of the globe that goes far 

beyond the clash of armies or even nuclear armaments. The armies are there, and in large 

number. The nuclear armaments are there. But they serve primarily as the shield behind which 

subversion, infiltration, and a host of other tactics steadily advance, picking off vulnerable areas 

one by one in situations which do not permit our own armed intervention. Power is the hallmark 

of this offensive-power and discipline and deceit. The legitimate discontent of yearning peoples 

is exploited. The legitimate trappings of self-determination are employed. But once in power, all 

talk of discontent is repressed-all self-determination disappears-and the promise of a revolution 



of hope is betrayed, as in Cuba, into a reign of terror. . . .The message of Cuba, of Laos, of the 

rising din of Communist voices in Asia and Latin America - these messages are all the same. The 

complacent, the self-indulgent, the soft societies are about to be swept away with the debris of 

history. Only the strong, only the industrious, only the determined, only the courageous, only the 

visionary who determine the real nature of our struggle can possibly survive. 

 

    Source: from The Department of State Bulletin, XLIV, No. 1141 (May 8, 1961), pp. 659-661.  
    This text is part of the Internet Modern History Sourcebook. 


